THE  SUN  AND   THE   SERPENT

son of Sam, who was ruler of Zabulistan under the
king of Persia, paid a visit to Mihrab, chief of
Kabulistan, who was descended from the family of
Zahak. Zal fell in love with Rudabeh, the daugh-
ter of Mihrab, but the Mobeds, or Zoroastrian
priests, who were consulted, knowing that Mihrab
was of serpent race, would not sanction the mar-
riage. The matter was referred to Sam. This
chief does not seem to have made any objectionj
and his influence was sufficient to obtain the con-
sent of the Persian king, although that ruler had
previously ordered the destruction of Kabul by
fire and sword, and the slaughter of the descendants
of Zahak.1

The great Persian hero Rustam was the son of
Zal, and his mother was Rudabeh, the daughter
of the serpent chief.2 Mirkhond, in describing
this relationship of Rustam to the chief of Kabul-
istan, says that, in consequence of it, Rustam was
called " Kabuli" by the nobles at the Persian
court.3 Rustam, who was killed at Kabul, was
succeeded as ruler of Kabul and Zabul by his son
Ferimarz, who held the country until he was
killed by the Persian king.4

Other parts of the mountainous country, now
known as Afghanistan, were occupied by descend-
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